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SECTION III 
Community Leader Notices 

Elected officials and other community leaders were kept abreast of project activities through a 
variety of communication mediums, and provided input for the project through several sets of 
project meetings. 
 
1. Public open house meeting reminder―On January 21, 2008, SEA provided a reminder to 

19 Chicago-area lawmakers and community leaders about the public open house meeting 
to be held January 22, 2008 via email and fax. 

2. Notice of scoping comment period extension―On February 5-6, 2008, SEA emailed or 
faxed notices to 302 elected officials publicizing the extension of the comment period on 
the Draft Scope of Study. 

3. Notice of close of scoping comment period thank you letter―Following the comment 
period, SEA mailed follow-up letters on March 10, 2008 to 20 elected officials on the 
updated environmental distribution list acknowledging the receipt of comments and 
participation in the scoping process. 

4. Low-income and minority outreach – SEA developed procedures to reach out to low-
income and minority communities.  Following the plan detailed here, SEA placed 
telephone calls and sent emails and letters to leaders in a variety of positions.  Individual 
meetings with low-income and minority leaders were held starting April 18, 2008, 
continuing through the Draft EIS review period.  
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A-III.1 Community Leader Scoping Meeting Reminder 
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A-III.2 Elected Officials’ Notice of Scoping Comment Period Extension 
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A-III.3 Elected Officials’ Notice of Close of Scoping Comment Period Letter 
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A-III.4 Minority and Low-Income Population Outreach 
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A-lll.4 Minority and Low-Income Population Outreach 
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A-lll.4 Minority and Low-Income Population Outreach 
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A-lll.4 Minority and Low-Income Population Outreach 
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A-lll.4 Minority and Low-Income Population Outreach 

SEA scheduled private meetings with representatives of the minority and low-income communities to 
identify issues of interest to their constituents and to solicit their views.  A summary of the meetings 
follows: 
 

TABLE A-III.4 COMMUNITY OUTREACH SUMMARY 
COMMUNITY 

REPRESENTATIVE  
CITY DATE CONCERNS 

Sen. Michael Noland  (D-22) 
 

Elgin, IL April 
18, 
2008 

• STAR Line 
• Wanted to know what positions other elected 

officials, including the Governor, are taking  

Sen. Christine Radogno (R-41) Lemont, IL April 
18, 
2008 

• Will County—train traffic volume, noise, rail 
crossing safety, first responders, length of time 
tracks blocked, amount of hazardous waste  

 

Rep. Ruth Munson (R-43) Elgin, IL April 
21, 
2008 

• Property values 
• Elgin – Sherman Hospital will relocate their ER 

facility in 2010 – increased rail traffic could be an 
issue 

• STAR Line  

(Pastor) Rev. R.T. Mitchell , New 
Revelations Baptist Church 

Gary, IN  April 
22, 
2008 

• Economic impact 
• Gary/Chicago International Airport 
 
 

Rep. Renée Kosel (R-81) Mokena, IL April 
22, 
2008 

• Very opposed to increased traffic resulting from 
Proposed Action, noise, and safety  

• $40m from CN not enough for grade crossings; 
area still needs gates on some tracks 

Sen. Karen Tallian (Indiana) Chicago, IL April 
23, 
2008 

• Reliability of train traffic estimates 
• Lack of ability to enforce limits on train traffic 
• Lack of cooperation between CN, NICTD, and 

Gary Airport 

Sen. Debbie Halverson (via 
telephone) 

Chicago 
Heights, IL  

April 
23, 
2008 

• Quality of life 
• Dilapidated tracks 
• Decreased property values 
• Train traffic 
• Emergency response 

Sen. Bill Peterson (R-26) Buffalo 
Grove, IL  

April 
24, 
2008 

• Noise, inconvenience 

Mayor Nick Churnovic Crest Hill, IL April 
29, 
2008 

• Mitigation for grade crossings at Cambridge 
Crest and Autumn Ridge 

• CN came to them with a “hard sales pitch”; 
acknowledged there would be additional trains, 
but they would be faster 

• Felt as if they were not being listened to 
• Traffic flow, hazardous materials, residential 

areas, diesel smell (residents can’t open their 
windows) 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel; Fr. 
Raymond Corkery 

Joliet, IL  
 

April 
29, 
2008 

• Concerned about Silver Cross Hospital, which is 
located adjacent to the tracks (in Joliet, could 
move to New Lenox) 

• Noise, train traffic, speeds of trains 
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TABLE A-III.4 COMMUNITY OUTREACH SUMMARY 
COMMUNITY 

REPRESENTATIVE  
CITY DATE CONCERNS 

Rep. Kathy Ryg (D-59) (via 
telephone) 

Mundelein, 
IL 

April 
29, 
2008 

• Don’t want to jeopardize Amtrak, focused on 
expanding weekend service on Metra North 
Central line 

• Mundelein, Vernon Hills and Libertyville were 
recently involved in an Illinois Supreme Court 
decision which prevents local communities from 
regulating length of time crossings are blocked 
by trains 

Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia (via 
telephone) 

Aurora, IL May 5. 
2008 

• Asked for STB contact information 

Tom Mick, Village  
Manager, and staff 

Park Forest, 
IL  

May 8, 
2008 

• Amount of trains crossing and stalled per day; 
emergency responders  

• CN projections provided to STB  
• Property values, noise, slow speed of trains 

James Bragg, Director of 
Development, New Faith Baptist 
International Church 

Matteson, IL May 12, 
2008 

• School bus and pedestrian safety 
• Train traffic volume  
• Increased hazardous waste shipments 
• Impacts on emergency responders 
• STAR Line 

Frank Perez, Executive 
Administrator and Michael Sobo, 
Director of  Projects and Services 

Chicago 
Heights, IL 

May 13, 
2008 

• Safety 
• Support with conditions; automated interlocking 

as requested by CSX 
• Illinois Highway 1 needs grade separation since 

nearby St. James Hospital needs access for 
emergency services for IL and IN residents 

• Concerned about existing agreement for grade 
separation on Butler Street 

Asamblea Apostolica, Pastor 
Roberto Flores 

Joliet, IL May 28, 
2008 

• Was not informed on the Proposed Action 
• Asked about the positives and negatives of the  

Proposed Action  

Rep. Tom Cross Plainfield, IL June 2, 
2008 

• Noise and emergency responders 

Sen. Linda Holmes Plainfield, IL June 2, 
2008 

• Concerned about CN’s accident record in 
Canada, not just US based 

• Gridlock due to train length  
• Who will pay for clean-up if there is an accident? 
• Train schedules needed  
• Emergency vehicles 

Mayor Tom Weisner (via phone and 
city staff) 

Aurora, IL June 2, 
2008 

• CN announced at a Naperville meeting 2 weeks 
ago that “this was a done deal” 

• Congestion, emergency vehicles; schools 

Arthur Velasquez 
(President) LULAC #5218 

Aurora, IL June 3, 
2008 

• Jobs 
• School bus safety 

Jaime Garcia, Centro de 
Informacion 

Elgin, IL 
 

June 9, 
2008 

• STAR Line 

 




